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MINISTER COSTA STEPS UP PACE FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
OFFICE OF FAIR TRADING 

 
Pursuant to another of its manifesto commitments, HM Government of Gibraltar is in 
the process of reviewing all consumer related legislation prior to the formation of 
Gibraltar’s Office of Fair Trading (OFT). 
 
The preparatory work is being led by the Hon Neil Costa MP who is currently 
considering the OFT’s proposed structure and legislative framework.  Over the next 
few months, Minister Costa will be consulting with various representative bodies 
including the Gibraltar Chamber of Commerce and the Gibraltar Federation of Small 
Business. These two organisations have both been pressing for the establishment of 
an OFT for several years. 
 
The Government has also sought the assistance of Mr Ken Kinrade, a former head of 
the OFT in the Isle of Man.  Minister Costa is exploring how other small jurisdictions 
have developed this important function which maintains trading standards and 
provides a mechanism to deliver effective protection to the consumer.  
  
The proposed OFT legislation will provide the necessary powers of investigation and 
enforcement that have hitherto been lacking in Gibraltar.  
 
Commenting on the above, the Minister for Tourism, Commercial Affairs, Public 
Transport and the Port, the Honourable Neil Costa MP said: ‘A wholesale review of 
consumer related legislation, as well as trade licensing, is well overdue. Equally, 
there is a need to look afresh at the investigatory and enforcement framework in 
respect of consumer rights and business related matters. I therefore look forward to 
working with the GFSB and the Chamber of Commerce in preparing the legislative 
outline for an Office of Fair Trading and the various functions that this office will 
encompass.’  
 
 
 
 


